Friar Vincent Petersen is an environnental artist who works nostly in the
acrylic medium Since chil dhood, the beauty of the Earth held him
captive. Gowing up in rural Mnnesota, he credits the shapes, seasons,

di nensi ons, and noods of creation for coloring his understandi ng of God
and spirituality. Vincent is a Catholic priest and a Conventua

Franci scan friar of the Province of Qur Lady of Consol ation

(www. Franci scansusa.org). Mich of his energy and inspiration for mnistry
derives fromwhat the Earth has to say. St. Bonaventure wote, that "The
first book of revelation is creation itself".

Friar Vincent's work has been greatly influenced by the | andscapes of the
Sout hwest where he was involved in mnistry from 1997 to 2015. During a
2006 exhibition benefiting a |local effort to preserve open spaces and

vul enrabl e habitat in the area, his artistry was first noticed. Soon
after, he held his first one-artist show at the Hal Marcus Gallery in E
Paso, Texas. Many of his works continue to be displayed at the gallery as
well as featured on the website (www hal marcus.com. Vincent is nowin
mnistry at the Shrine of Qur Lady of Consolation in Carey, Chio, where he
al so maintains a rigorous studi o schedul e.

In his Earthscapes, Friar Vincent tries to capture the beauty of both the
wild and the renote as well as the near and the subtle. One of his

creations - an annual calendar - is designed to capture viewers' atention
to the Earth and to enbrace the spirit of Pope Francis' Encyclical Letter
on the environment: Laudato Si - On Care for Qur Common Hone. Like the

Holy Father, Vincent wants to help the public awaken to the Earth's

prof ound beauty before it is |ost due to greed, consunption and disregard
for the poor. Vincent sights ancient Biblical wi sdom and the warning of
Jesus who said that if we go after and consune the whole world we woul d be
in jeopardy of losing our owmn souls. "If we seek heaven ... the earth
will be saved, but if we seek ONLY the earth ...we will |oose all"”

Gal lery #2 features Friar Vincent's Laudato Si Saints and Martyrs series.
These cel ebrate contenporary martyrs who have given their lives for the
sake of the environnent and the poor. For nore information on Laudato S
and what you can do to help mtigate global climte change, go to:

www. Li veLaudat oSi . org



